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Upcoming MeetingsUpcoming MeetingsUpcoming MeetingsUpcoming MeetingsUpcoming Meetings

May 18, 2022
Otis Sanford

Journalism Chair, U of M

June 1, 2022
Newcomers Reception

Home of
Mark Griffee

June 8, 2022
Ursula Madden

Office of the Mayor

June 15, 2022
Richard Shadyac

St. Jude Children’s Hospital

May 18, 2022
Otis Sanford

Speaker Sponsor

May 11, 2022
Richard Myers

When enrolling his sons at White Station High School,
Richard Myers, Memphis attorney, was upset with the
outward appearance of the school given its history as the
best public school in the city.  Being one who is always
ready to step in to make things better, he went to the school
board and presented his ideas to improve the school’s

outward image.  With the help of others including the University of
Memphis, architects and successful fund raising, he was able to provide
the school with a beautiful courtyard.

Richard did not stop there as he learned that Whitehaven High
School in the heart of the Whitehaven community had an impressive
record of academic achievement.  The school was in need of STEM labs
and he then took on the challenge to bring about the improvements
needed to help the students who already had impressive ACT scores.
Again, Richard called on the University of Memphis and architects to
develop a plan for a new building for the labs.  The original plan was
projected to cost $6.25M, but with inflation the building and equipment
will probably be in the neighborhood of at least $7.25M.

Richard and his supporters have raised over $5M and are still in the
fundraising stage with a positive projection of
reaching their goal.  Several months ago East
Memphis Rotary Foundation gave the STEM
project a $3K grant.  Foundation Chair John Ueleke
asked Richard to submit another grant for this
worthy project.

Guests

Prof. Otis Sanford began his professional
journalism career in 1975 in Jackson, Mississippi
at The Clarion-Ledger as an entertainment and feature
writer. In 1977, he joined The Commercial Appeal as a
general assignment reporter reporting on the death
of Elvis Presley. Later he covered the federal court
beat for seven years, also the state courts, county

Steve Nelson
treated his wife,
Mary, to lunch

today.

government and politics before being named assistant
metro editor in 1986.

After five years living in Detroit, Professor Sanford return to The
Commercial Appeal where he was named managing editor and in 2007
was named editor for opinion and editorials. In that role, he started
writing a weekly column for the Sunday Viewpoint section. He also
launched the citizen editorial board to give readers an opportunity to
help shape the newspaper’s editorial voice.

In January 2011, Prof. Sanford joined the University of Memphis
Department of Journalism faculty. He currently teaches Media Writing,
Mass Media, Diversity & Society, Survey of Mass Communication and
Reporting. He continues to write the weekly Viewpoint column
for TheCommercial Appeal and does daily political commentary for
WREG-TV Channel 3 in the Memphis. He also serves as a panelist and
co-host of Informed Sources, a weekly public affairs show on Channel
3.

Prof. Sanford is married and has four children. In his spare time, he
enjoys going to the movies with his wife. He also is a die-hard Memphis
Grizzlies fan and has been a season ticket holder since the day they
moved to Memphis.

  
No English dictionary has been able to
adequately explain the difference
between these two words - “Complete”
or “Finished.”  In a recent linguistic
competition held in London and
attended by, supposedly, the best in the
world, Samdar Balgobin, a Guyanese
man, was the clear winner with a
standing ovation which lasted over
5 minutes. The final question was: ‘How
do you explain the difference
between COMPLETE and FINISHED in
a way that is easy to understand?
Some people say there is no difference
between COMPLETE and FINISHED.’ 

      GRAMMAR LESSON:
Is it “complete,” “finished,” or

“completely finished”? 

  
Here is his astute answer: 

 ”When you marry the right woman, you
are COMPLETE. When you marry the
wrong woman, you are FINISHED. And
when the right one catches you with the
wrong one, you are COMPLETELY
FINISHED!”   
     He won a trip around the world and a
case of 25-year-old Scotch.
  
 


